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District Mission Statement: Independent School District 181, in partnership with the community, will ensure all students achieve their individual 

potential by providing the highest-quality programs and resources to prepare learners for an ever-changing global society. 

December 17, 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Warrior Families,  

 

Happy Holidays to all. I am writing today with our bi-monthly update to families, while in distance learning, to keep 

you informed of district learning model decisions during this COVID-19 pandemic. This communication will give you 

a brief overview of current information and updates, changes to the Safe Learning Plan, enrollment changes, 

athletic/activities updates, and plans for communicating additional information in the coming weeks. 

 

Current Information and Updates: 

Please be advised that as of this notice, Brainerd Public Schools will continue in the distance learning model until 

further notice. Meanwhile we updated the Board of Education this past Monday evening with the following 

information: 

● Crow Wing County cases per 10,000 people on December 5, 2020 is 110.56. 

● Staff Quarantines: 30    Student Quarantines: unknown, due to distance learning 

● Staff Positive Cases since 11/30/2020: 12    Student Positive Cases: 10 Students  

● Staffing currently affected: Paraprofessionals: 12 

 

The quarantine and positive case numbers remain imperative for collecting information to assist the district in making 

learning model recommendations. Please continue to notify Angela Hamilton, Brainerd Public Schools COVID-19 

Coordinator, of quarantine and positive case information in our student population at covid@isd181.org.  

 

The MN Department of Health, MN National Guard, Crow Wing County, and Central Lakes College are partnering 

to offer free COVID testing this weekend. It is open to anyone, whether they have symptoms or not. There is no  

cost and no insurance required. The self-swab nasal tests will be offered in the CLC Gymnasium (enter door #4) on 

College Drive on Friday, December 18, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Saturday, December 19, 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  

 

Governor Walz Announcement Regarding Changes to the Safe Learning Plan: 

Due to information collected from numerous data points, all of Brainerd Public Schools moved to distance learning 

during the month of November. On Wednesday, December 16, 2020, Governor Walz announced an update to the  

state’s Safe Learning Plan allowing for a return of our youngest students to in-person learning. This change is a result 

of health-related research which demonstrates that children under age ten are not epidemiologically the same as  

older students and adults; therefore, mitigation strategies are being identified for safely moving back to the classroom. 

As of this announcement, mitigation measures will be used for a gradual rolling start back to school. Between now  

and the new year, the district will be working to determine the prescribed plan for slowly reopening our facilities and 

returning our youngest students to school in a safe manner while complying with the state plan. Please be advised 

that families will continue to be provided the distance learning model option for the academic term or year.  

 

Since this information is very new to us, it will take us some time to work through the new guidance and to re-align  
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existing plans while taking into account the student, staff, and family needs. We are meeting with our COVID-19 

Coordination Team, District Administration, Incident Command Team, and staff to develop plans to keep staff and 

students safe when they return to in-person learning.  

 

At this time, the changes identified in the MN Safe Learning Plan do not affect middle school or high school students; 

therefore, they will remain in distance learning until further notice. It is our desire to bring these students back to the 

school building as soon as possible.  

 

Enrollment Option Changes: 

As noted in previous communications, students currently enrolled in distance learning or homeschool learning  

models will be welcomed back to in-person learning as their grade level is able to return. If you would like to change 

your child’s enrollment status to in-person, please complete this FORM. The transition to in-person learning will  

take place when the child’s grade level physically returns to their assigned building. 

 

In-Person High School and/or Youth Sports: 

On Wednesday, Governor Walz also established Monday, January 4, 2021 as the date that winter season in-person 

practices are authorized to begin for high school and youth sports regardless of whether students are in distance 

learning, hybrid or in-person educational models. Sports programs will initially be limited to practice only with the  

start date for competition to be determined at a later time. This start date aligns closely with many school calendars  

and allows schools time to prepare facilities, equipment, and staff for winter practices. As noted by the Minnesota  

State High School League, “The opportunity to participate in sports and activities also comes with great responsibility. 

It is critical that all students, coaches, directors and officials maintain the highest standards of health and safety both  

in and outside of school. Everyone must actively share the responsibility of reducing the spread of COVID-19 and 

keeping themselves and others safe and healthy.” Further details regarding this decision will be communicated by  

the Activities Departments. 

 

Plans Moving Forward:  

According to our district calendar, Wednesday, December 23, 2020 is a half day of school; therefore, instruction and 

emergency care will end at noon. Please also be advised that Monday, January 18, 2021 is a previously scheduled non-

school day for staff professional development.  

 

Thank you for your patience and community partnership throughout the past ten months and as we proceed to 

implement the next chapter in our learning plan. Please be assured that as we glean additional information from the 

Minnesota Department of Education, we will continue to keep you informed. We hope this is the first step to returning 

our students and staff to our school buildings. My next bi-monthly update is tentatively scheduled for  

January 8, 2021. In the meantime, and on behalf of the Brainerd Board of Education, I wish you and your family a 

joyous and healthy holiday season. Thank you for your support. 

 

Respectfully, 

 
Laine D. Larson, Superintendent 

Brainerd Public Schools - ISD 181 
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